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in need of casual
elegance and tropical
hospitality. Nine air-
conditioned beachfront o

beach side rooms with terraces.

One lunurious Paradise Suite with
over sized hath, jacuzs and private-

terraced hot tub. All rooms are appointed
with the finest furnishings and amenities.
Fresh water pool and satellite I'v. Serving

breaktust, lunch and dinner.

George TLown, Great Exuma, Bahamas
Tel: B09-336-2659 « Fax: 809-336-2658
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kaleidoscopic fishlife and picturesque coral formations.
Explore our world-famous “BLUE HOLES” that provide
challenges for any level of diving expertise. Join

EXUMA FANTASEA

George Town, Great Exuma, Bahamas
Tel/Fax: 809-336-DIVE

Exumas for spectacular reefs teeming with

one of our informative “ECO DIVES" where
the ecology of reef communities can be
studied by environmentally-conscious

divers. Or rent one of our Boston
Whalers and enjoy the freedom of
diving entirely on your own.
A wide variety of diving
experiences await
you just minutes
from our dock
and full-ser-
vice dive
shop.
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Put Our List

On Your List

Our list is the Consumer Information Catalog. It's free and lists more than 200
helpful government booklets. So send for the free Catalog. It's the thing to

do. Write:

m Consumer Iinformation Center, Dept. LL, Pueblo, CO 81009

A public servios of this publication and the Consumer information Cemter of the U.S. Genersl Services Administration

DIVE ABACO
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Join us on board our specially designed
dive boat and explore tunnels and
caverns in majestic coral mountains
rising from a depth of sixty feet to the
ocean surface in clear turquoise waters.
¢« Scuba and snorkeling trips daily
* NAUI & PADI certified instructors
offering resort (beginner) courses or
full certification courses—we also
do referrals
* Underwater videos
* Dive/Hotel/Air packages available
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DIVE ABACO
P.O. Box AB20555
Marsh Harbour, Abaco, Bahamas
(800) 247-5338 (U .S. & Canada)
(B09) 367-2787 (Marsh Harbour)
(B09) 367-4004 (FAX)
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Adventure
In Divi ‘
ninaomg
o Shark Reef!
® Conception Walll
® World's Deepest Blue Holel 1
o Treasure Divingl l
Only Stella Maris offers simply
everything. . .
. . . to the adventure minded or the
relaxed diver, even the beginner. . .
. . . in the fuxury of an island which is
unhurried, uncrowded, and unspoifed, ‘
above and under water.
Srom:  $580.00 (acc / divg)
to: $1399.00 (afl incl w/ flights) 4
contact: 800-426-0466 ]

Stella Maris

Southern Bakamas
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first ecological wake-up call for the
island’s residents.

Through all this, a ubiquitous feel-
ing now exists on Cozumel. Darwin
Zapata, owner of Equalizers Scuba Cen-
ter, echoed the feeling of the communi-
ty by stating, “Our government was on |
a rapid course 10 selling us out.”

As the saying goes, “With every
dark cloud there is a silver lining.” Dur-
ing our visit to the island in December,
one could sense a new environmental
consciousness from nearly everyone we
encountered. Diving with four different
divemasters, there was a pervasive feel-
ing that the residents of Cozumel are
now the guardians of the reef.

Since the government provides no
methods such as a marine patrol to
enforce the laws set forth by the two
treaties, reality has set in. As the self-
appointed guardians, divemasters now
conduct extensive pre-dive briefings to
stress the importance of buoyancy con-
trol and protection of the reef. Without |
question there is a new eco-awareness |
sweeping the island.

One question still exists. What can
we as dive travelers and eco-tourists do?
As a diver, the answer is quite obvious:
proper weighting and buoyancy control;
a conscious effort to avoid fin damage;
and never collecting marine organisms
in designated sanctuaries.

As a tourist, one’s economic impact
on travel destinations is highly prized by
governmental tourism authorities. This is
why, when this story first broke, the fax
machines lit up at The Dive House and
Aqua Safari dive shops on Cozumel.
Divers who became aware of this
impending atrocity began faxing letters
of protest to these environmentally out-
spoken dive operators.

Hundreds of letters were forwarded
to the secretary of urban development,
the governor, the President of Mexico
and to the World Wildlife Fund, which
ironically had honored the president
with The Golden Arches Award for envi-
ronmental sensitivity.

The dive operators and residents of
Cozumel should be applauded for alert- |
ing the domestic and international media |
and visiting divers and causing an |
increase of support in time to curtail this

project. The voice of one, or a few,
would never have stopped this project.
But, the voice of hundreds of dive trav-
elers has a tremendous influence on
political-environmental decisions. [\
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